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Sonderabdruck  aus  der  ..frankfurter  Zeitung" 

Erstes  Morgenblatt  vom  28.  August  und  1.  September  1921.' 


Das  deutsche  Recht 
auf  Oberschlesien, 

Die  gescfiichtliche  Entwicklung  der  sciilesischen  Londe. 

Von   Professor  Dr.   Felix    Kaeliiahl. 


In  der  Sitzung  des  Obersten  Rates  vom  9.  August  in  Paris 
fiat  Lloyd  George  in  grofien  Zugen  die  Geschichte  Ober- 
schlesiens  im  Zusammenhange  mit  der  von  Schlesien  iiber- 
Imupt  gezeichnet  und  mit  vollem  Recht  darauf  hingewiesen, 
dag  das  oberschlesische  Abstiinmungsgebiet,  um  dessen 
Sehicksal  es  sich  jetzt  handelt,  nur  ein  Teil  des  ganzen 
schlesischen  Landes  ist,  zu  dem  es  seit  unvordenklichen  Zeiten 
gehiirt,  mit  dem  es  geschichtlich,  wirtschaftlich  und  kulturell 
ein  Ganzes  bildet,  und  von  dem  es  nicht  willkiirlich  gelrennt 
werden  kann.  Oberschlesien  sei,  so  fiihrte  er  aus,  seit  sieben 
Jahrhunderten,  im  Besitz  deutscher  Staaten,  das  heifit,  langer, 
als  die  Normaridie  zu  Frankreich  gehore.  Gewifi,  Schlesien 
babe  friiher  zu  Oesterreich  gehiirt,  dem  es  durch  Friedrich  den 
Gfofien  entrissen  worden  sei.  Aber  auch  in  diesem  Palle  sei 
es  deutseh  gewesen,  jedenfalls  viel  langer  als  Elsafi-Lothringen 
franzosisch.  Bei  einer  Gesamtbevolkerung  von  5.2  Millionen 
Einwohnern  zahle  Schlesien  noch  nicht  einmal  1.2  Millionen 
'olen.  D  a  s  A  b  s  t  i  m  m  u  n  g  s  g  eb  i  e  t  s  e  i  n  u  r  e  i  n  T  e  i 
Schlesiens.  In  diesem  Teile  batten  sieben  Eiffel  di 
Einwobner  fur  Deutschland  gestimmt.  Das  britische  Re 
witrde  niemals  eine  Losun><*  annehmen,  die  daraui  keine  Ru 
sieht,  nehme. 

Niemals  ist  das  deutsche  Recht  Oberschlesiens  und  seirL 
Zugehorigkeit  zum  ganzen  Lande  Schlesien  auf  der  Gegenseite 
so  of  fen  und  unumwunden  anerkannt  worden;  die  geschicht- 
liche  Entwicklung  der  staatlichen  und  nationalen  Verlmltnisse 
Sclilesiens  ist  in  diesen  Worten  in  ihrem  Kern  und  ihrer  We- 
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The  Sufferings  of  nW 
German  Population 
v  in  Upper  Silesia 

V.-  .  • 

THE  REIGN  OF  TERROR  DURING 
IHEKORFANTY  REBELLION 


J 


Official.  Berlin. 

(Fourth  official  communique  on  (he  Polish  atrocities 


against  the  Oermarfji'motilY  in  P^ndh 
murdered    in  &? 


-^and 


\lu£Let 


and 
'Cad  murder. 


The    58,000  Germans 

of    a    systematic    policy    of    oppression 
extermination.  Once  before  in  the  course  of  the 
years  during  whieh  a  i;  >n  of  the  German 
nation  was  entrusted  to  the  Polish  State, 
body    gave   vent   to    its   true   feelings 
everything  that  was  i.     V»an  in  J 
unbridled  campaign  of  lerr 

This  was  durinj^-^^  "J™? 
Silesia  betweeJ-^ears  1920  and  1922.  The 
of  those  days,  to  which  many 
t  can  still  bear  witness,  have  been 
led  only  too  quickly  by  the  overwhelming 
"happenings  that  have  marked  the  last  few  years. 
Yet  it  is  well  to  recall  them  to-day  because  they 
show  how  even  at  that  time  the  subhuman 
instincts  of  the  Poles  Indulged  in  bloody 
fanaticism  which  was  tolerated,  and  even 
fostered,  by  the  very  Powers  who,  in  the  last 
resort,  were  responsible  for  the  Bromberg 
Blood  Sunday  in  September  1939. 


grim    ev« 


Election  Day  Terrorlzation. 

During  the  Versailles  negotiations  the  Poles, 
in  spite  of  the  aid  they  had  received,  had  not 
succeeded  in  turning  over  rich  Upper  Silesia, 
a    German    province,     to    Poland    without    a 


plebiscite,  whicn  would  have  been  in  flagrant 
opposition  to  the  right  of  self-determination. 
The  predominantly  German  character  of  this 
territory,  whose  economic  prosperity  was  due 
t*~7\-  "•-*»  alflp,»,.«^i.l^CflLthe  hard- 
,  tx\Tnte*'~  _nine  the  fate  oi  the  country 

jt     even^ies  with  some  knowledge  of  the  true\ 
\an    ^J^eqaite  clew  in  their  minds  that,  were 
lebiscite  to  b^o^ded  through  properly  and 
fairly,  Poland  could  Sver  hope  to  see  Upper 
Silesia  under  her  rule. 

It  was  therefore  decided  to  hold  the  plebiscite 
as  a  formality  only,  while  matters  -were  to  be 
suitably  arranged  beforehand  and  sympathizers 
with  Germany  in  that  unfortunate  country 
suppressed  by  brutal  terrorist  methods. 

Two  years  previously,  in  1918,  the  Poles  had 
already  begun  to  provide  the  rabid  Polish 
minority  in  Upper  Silesia  with  arms  and  to 
form  gangs  which  were  reinforced  by  members 
of  the  Polish  regular  army  and  unsavoury 
characters  from  the  interior  of  Poland. 
Politically,  this  organization  was  headed  by 
Korfanty,  the  notorious  agitator  and  gang 
leader.  After  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  had  come 
into  force  and  the  German  troops,  who  in 
August  1919  had  subdued  a  previous  attempt 
at  rebellion  by  the  Poles  within  a  few  days, 
were  leaving  the  country  in  January  1920,  in 
order  to  make  room  for  a  plebiscite  commission 
set  up  by  the  Allies  and  aided  by  an  international 
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